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To the Commission of Public Docks 
3070 N. Front .Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 

Attention: Mr. E. H. 
Assistant Secretary and Comptroller 

DEC 21 1959 

RE: Rent .Abatement due to fire in Tank No. 6 

Gentlemen: 

We are obliged to you for your letter of November 5th which we have now 
had an opportunity of consideringJ believe that we have now collected suf­
ficient factual data on the speed with which the tank was emptied to deal with 
the points you raise. 

We would submit to you with respect that there is a basic fallacy in 
the part of ourselves and that in 

was reasonable. We believe that 
your contention as to the lack of 
all of the circumstances the period 
when you have had an oppertunity to 
will agree with us on this matter. 

consider facts enumerated below that you 
Our investigation discloses the to have 

been as follows: 

October 24 to October 28 -­
fi~hting the fire. It was 
of water plus soap detergent, c 
'vere poured into the tank. 

was devoted primarily to 
phase that some 5,500 gallons 

tetrachloride and a wetting agent 

this period two shifts a i-7ere 
transferred to the coal It 

this nature through 
the initial 

borne 
holes cut in the 
a great deal of from since the tank, 
for This accounts 

I'i:ovember 7th the 
bushels 

in 

On November 15 was granted for use of Pier I as temporary 
storage. Immediately construction of the necessary bulk heads was 
put in hand on December 1st it was possible to begin transferring 
grain from the to ~ier. 
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To the Commission of Public Docks 

e 
three specific 
the days not 

December 22 

7 

24 - 28 
1 

January 4 

As the final 
low. 

and dumped. 

,.z- December 18, 1959 

one shift was worked on 
not done on weekends or holidays 
scale was not available, thus 

as follows: 

double 

e of the 
on: 

fell quite 
use the pier the fact is that 

lst to lOth there 
daily take of 9,6 

rate o , bushels. Mr. Brow-n 
the would the lOth. 

o grain were hauled out and 
truckload was removed e 

Neff representing C. D. On January 14 
met with Mr. oth.ers to inspect the tank, Mr. Brown indicates in 
a memo dated 
completely 
flicts with your 

relating to this meeting that th.e tank had been 
a previously. You will note that this con-

allegation that the tank was only on January 23rd. 

On January 28 -- Tnat is 18 after work was 
begun and this was completed on 

On May 25 -- Cargill was able to resume use of the the period be-
tween lOth and 2 th been used to install aeration 
equipment. 

In view of the above we trust you will agree with us that the re-
quired standard of dil dispatch in fact met by Cargill and that no 
part of the 168-day period should be disallowed for c:he purpose of a rent abate.tuent. 
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To the Collllllission of Public Docks 

th regard to a rental basis 
regards the new Annex the annual rental 
$17,381.875 annual rental for one 
On this basis the abatement should be 

-3- December 18, 

we agree that as 

one tank. 

As indicated to you in our letter of June 5th, it is our understanding 
of the 15, that the rent will abate save in instances where the 
use and occupancy insurance is 

trust that you will be able to let us have an early response to this 
letter in view of the already protracted period which these negotiations have taken. 

VA:vp 
cil 

Yours sincerely, 

Victor Anderson 
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R CEIVED 
THE COMMISSION OF PU3UC DOCKS-ESSER, ESDDN AND COMPANY 

PORTL.ANO, OREGON AO.JUSTE:RS OF INSURANCE LOSSES 

13!1 SOUTHWEST SIXTH. AVENUE 

DEC 2 2 1959 PORTLAND 4, OREGON 

OPER •..... , ................... . December 18, 1959 
ACCOUNT .... m ......... w ... • 

fiLL ........................ , .. . 

Commission of Public Docks 
3070 N. W. Front Avenue 
Portland 10, Oregon 

Attention: M~. Ned Smith, 
Comptroller 

Re: CITY OF PORTLAND, BY ITS COMMISSION 
PUBLIC DOCKS 
Location No. 3 - fJlunicipa 1 Terminal 
Date of Loss - October 23, 1958 
Our .!' .. Lle~~- c 19 817 A 

Dear Nr. Smith: 

OF 

No. 4 

With reference to the above captioned 
loss, our file has come up on diary and we note we 
have received no response from you to our letter of 
October 20, 1959 pertaining to the adjustment on this 
matter. 

If anything new has developed we would 
appreciate your advices or your concurrence with our 
opinion as to the basis on which this claim should be 
adjusted. 

Very truly yours, 

LESSER, ESDON and COMPANY 

I"'!. H .. Esdon 

MHE: kw 

cc : Cole, Clark & Cunningham 
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